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Communi TRUST
As metropolitan

Chicago's

community foundation, The Chicago Community

Trust helps hundreds of area residents manage their

charitable giving. Founded in 1915, the Trust is a

union of numerous gifts, bequests, and other

contributions that form charitable funds. These

funds allow the Trust to make nearly $40 million

in grants to organizations serving greater Chicago.

In addition to grant making and work with the many

donors we serve, the Trust regularly disseminates

information and convenes numerous forums that

address the region's most pressing needs and promising

opportunities. This survey of arts in schools is one

such example of collecting and sharing information

with public policy makers, civic leaders, educators,

and interested area residents.

Acknowledgements

The Chicago Community Trust is deeply grateful

to the hundreds of educators and artists who took

the time to complete our surveys. In addition, we

thank Arne Duncan and his staff, in particular

Armando Almendarez and Sean Egan, for their

support and assistance. Many Chicago Public

Schools personnel at the school, region, and

Board level went out of their way to facilitate our

tasks. We appreciate the time, effort and

commitment each of them contributed toward

bringing this project to fruition.

This survey was prepared by

Lynn Donaldson and Erika Pearsall

Michael Benain, assistant
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No Child Left Behind'
Recognizing the importance of the arts for full

child development, as a means of improving

academic achievement, and as a means of better

socialization, The Chicago Community Trust and

other Chicago-area foundations have supported

and organized arts education programs for the

Chicago Public Schools. Over the past decade,

these programs have crossed the arts disciplines and

become increasingly long-term and linked with

basic curricula. And the climate for arts education

has changed. What was once a barren landscape in

the public school system is now a field covered

with arts programs, some of them flourishing.

When the Trust launched its Education Initiative,

a five-year, $50 million effort in the summer of

2001, it seemed an appropriate time to determine

the extent of arts education in the Chicago Public

Schools so that the foundations' support of arts

education would be more focused and more

effective. Two Trust staff members, Lynn Donaldson

and Erika Pearsall, took on the daunting project

of surveying all the Chicago Public Schools. They

sought to document the extent of arts education

provided kindergarten through 12th graders during

the school day, in the school year 2000-2001. This

survey is the first of its kind for Chicago.

Data were collected about both school-provided

arts education and arts education brought to the

schools from outside arts organizations. The

report is based on surveys from 85 percent of

CPS principals, and 144 arts organizations who

work in the schools during the school day. A full

description of the methodology can be found

inside the back cover.

There are many good stories about arts education

in various schools, some of them provided by

school resources and some of them from organiza-

tions contracted to deliver programs. One might

best characterize the situation as uneven: some

students have substantial arts education and some

have none. This is information about today. It

will, hopefully, lead to some focused work with

the Chicago Public Schools and with the arts

community to continue to make progress in

bringing the arts to Chicago's children.

Don Stewart

President and Chief Executive Officer,

The Chicago Community Trust

Sarah Solotaroff

Vice-President of Programs,

The Chicago Community Trust

Z5

WeaMn .

Heather M. Bilandic

Executive Committee member,

The Chicago Community Trust

' A bipartisan new education reform bill entitled "No Child Left Behind became law in January 2002 Among its provisions, the bill designates the arts as a core

discipline along with math, science, language arts and social studies.
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"I think music and the arts should be considered core
subjects in our nation's schools. There is absolutely no
conflict between the expansion of our fine arts programs,
our music programs and focus on other academic
programs."

Secretary of Education Rod Paige
August 22, 2001

On Tuesday, January 8, 2002, President Bush signed a
new education reform bill entitled, "No Child Left
Behind." This bill designates the arts as a core discipline
along with, math, science, language arts and social studies.



Elementary Schools (Kindergarten - 8th Grade)
Chicago Public Schools Arts Education Survey

The following section is based on survey data from 414 of
490 Chicago public elementary schools.

It contains information on the arts education provided by
CPS arts teachers. It does not include any arts education
provided by individual classroom teachers, nor does it
include electives, such as band or chorus.

In 2000-2001,
Kindergarten 8th graders received

an average of 58 minutes per week
(MPW) *

of arts education from school arts specialists in
visual arts, music, theater and/or dance.

The median for CPS elementary schools
was 45 MPW.

The State mandates a four hour instructional day (1200
minutes a week) for Kindergarten and first graders, and a
five hour instructional day (1500 minutes per week) for
second through twelfth graders.

* MPW will be used throughout this report to designate
minutes per week of school provided arts education.

Page 1



Average MPW per Student by Region - Elementary Schools
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Region Number of Schools Average MPW

1 72 64

2 74 60

3 53 55

4 77 52

5 68 55

6 70 60

All Regions 414 58

10
Page 2



The Three Elementary Schools in Each Region
with the Most, Median and Least MPW
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

MPW

250

200

150

100

50

225 School with Most MPW

School with Median MPW

School with Least MPW

160
1190 69

160

140

69

46 42 .2 ,

62

22

0 0 0 0 0
1 1 1 1 1

Regions 1 2 3 4 5 6
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Number of Elementary Schools Offering Each Art Discipline
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Discipline

Art

Music

Theater

Dance

None

# of Schools

278

295

% of 414 Schools

67%

71%

28 7%

16 4%

15 4%

16
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The Number of Disciplines Provided by Elementary Schools
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Total System - 414 Schools
# of Disciplines # of Schools % of Schools

4 3 1%
3 20 5%
2 169 41%
1 207 50%
0 15 4%

Region I - 72 Schools
# of Disciplines # of Schools % of Schools

4 1 1%
3 3 4%
2 39 54%
1 29 40%

Region 2 - 74 Schools
# of Disciplines # of Schools % of Schools

4 1 1%
3 3 4%
2 28 38%
1 41 55%
0 1 1%

Region 3 - 53 Schools
# of Disciplines # of Schools % of Schools

3 3 6%
2 17 32%
1 28 53%
0 5 9%

Region 4 - 77 Schools
# of Disciplines # of Schools % of Schools

3 4 5%
2 30 39%
1 42 55%
0 1 1%

Region 5 - 68 Schools
# of Disciplines # of Schools % of Schools

3 2 3%
2 24 35%
1 38 56%
0 4 6%

Region 6 - 70 Schools
# of Disciplines # of Schools % of Schools

4 1 1%
3 5 7%
2 31 44%
1 29 41%
0 4 6%

Page 9

17



Pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

 G
ro

up
s

-
E

le
m

en
ta

ry
 S

ch
oo

ls
C

hi
ca

go
 P

ub
lic

 S
ch

oo
ls

- 
A

rt
s 

E
du

ca
tio

n 
Su

rv
ey

R
eg

io
n

Sc
ho

ol
s

C
ho

ru
s

B
an

d
O

rc
he

st
ra

D
an

ce
T

he
at

er
N

on
e

1
72

45
19

3
6

12
16

2
74

22
22

1
9

5
35

3
53

17
11

1
7

1
28

4
77

30
14

2
14

5
31

5
68

35
16

4
10

6
20

6
70

39
25

4
19

14
13

i, co
T

ot
al

s
41

4
18

8
10

7
15

65
43

14
3

45
%

26
%

4%
16

%
10

%
35

%

* 
T

he
se

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
 a

re
 e

le
ct

iv
es

 a
nd

 s
om

et
im

es
 m

ay
 m

ee
t o

ut
si

de
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 d
ay

.
T

he
 ti

m
e 

st
ud

en
ts

sp
en

d 
in

 th
es

e 
ac

tiv
iti

es
 is

 N
O

T
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 th
e 

M
P

W
 fi

gu
re

s.
Pa

ge
 1

0



High Schools
Chicago Public Schools Arts Education Survey

The following data is provided by the University of
Chicago's Consortium on Chicago School Research. It is
data from 1999 and does not include charter schools.

The Consortium is an independent federation of Chicago
area organizations that participate in research activities to
assist the implementation of school reform. The
Consortium is not only a public research organization but
also a source of public information and discussion about
school improvement.

The data for performance groups is based on the 67 out of
79 Chicago public high schools which responded to the
Trust's survey.

Current high school graduation requirements include two
credits or two full years of fine arts.

Page 11
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High School Data Fall Of 1999
From The Consortium On Chicago School Research, U Of C*
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

School Enrollment Total Courses Total Art Courses % Of Total Courses % Of Students Taking
Number Offered Offered Which Are Art At Least One Art Course

1500 386 87 15 17% 84%

1800 143 32 5 16% 100%

1880 785 201 31 15% 73%

1350 715 156 24 15% 59%

1060 391 150 23 15% 97%

1820 2935 672 102 15% 74%

1850 664 190 28 15% 74%

1810 1993 456 62 14% 66%

1620 1692 405 53 13% 68%

1470 1085 257 33 13% 67%

1020 430 86 11 13% 64%

1530 2348 558 70 13% 56%

1200 293 64 8 13% 80%

1010 2214 378 47 12% 65%

1890 1450 401 47 12% 76%

1110 523. 138 16 12% 41%

1410 1865 469 54 12% 76%

1740 503 161 18 11% 55%

1240 1080 324 36 11% 59%

1400 2060 451 50 11% 67%

1050 250 64 7 11% 42%

1570 1093 279 30 11% 54%

1380 574 149 16 11% 32%

1310 784 198 21 11% 59%

1210 1663 368 36 10% 49%

1580 1570 436 42 10% 63%

1610 1419 328 31 9% 58%

1300 2005 463 42 9% 48%

1490 1877 453 41 9% 48%

1860 1005 244 22 9% 38%

1250 856 223 20 9% 58%

1680 949 238 21 9% 38%

1450 590 137 12 9% 46%

1330 1453 355 31 9% 41%

1870 1303 267 23 9% 44%

1280 561 210 18 9% 58%

1760 308 129 11 9% . 64%

1220 995 261 22 8% 55%

*This does not include Charter Schools
2

Page 12

0



High School Data Fall Of 1999
From The Consortium On Chicago School Research, U Of C*
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

School Enrollment Total Courses Total Art Courses % Of Total Courses % Of Students Taking
Number Offered Offered Which Are Art At Least One Art Course

1480 1799 451 38 8% 59%

1390 1756 415 34 8% 46%

1710 1648 464 38 8% 56%

1420 1510 332 27 8% 49%

1670 1618 360 29 8% 54%

1510 639 175 14 8% 38%

1270 1020 264 21 8% 50%

1260 111 38 3 8% 69%

1360 1167 304 24 8% 36%

1430 1024 330 26 8% 61%

1520 1581 399 31 8% 54%

1640 1186 348 27 8% 62%

1550 998 274 21 8% 56%

1320 855 222 17 8% 34%

1460 540 186 14 8% 26%

1590 968 321 23 7% 36%

1790 556 140 10 7% 55%

1340 1382 368 24 7% 39%

1030 1830 433 28 6% 47%

1560 2097 556 35 6% 44%

1630 1473 350 22 6% 44%

1150 1348 322 20 6% 37%

1540 1566 502 31 6% 46%

1840 1705 588 36 6% 44%

1040 647 184 11 6% 33%

1830 991 321 19 6% 52%

1230 1727 383 19 5% 30%

1440 4161 831 40 5% 27%

1160 1379 285 13 5% 25%

1370 119 49 2 4% 21%

1070 1298 297 4 1% 9%

Arts classes ranged from 1-17% of individual school's offerings. Number of arts courses ranged from 4 102.
While larger schools usually offered more, the choices at similar-sized schools sometimes varied greatly (for
example, in two schools of about 650 students, one had 11 arts courses, the other 28).

At 10% of the high schools, fewer than a third of the students were taking at least one art course.

*This does not include Charter Schools
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Outside Arts Providers
Chicago Public Schools Art Education Survey

We surveyed primarily not-for-profit arts organizations
(such as The Art Institute) and arts education
organizations (such as Urban Gateways). We also found a
few for-profit arts education organizations (such as Music
Education Services, Inc.).

Our survey found 144 arts organizations which served
Chicago public elementary and high schools during the
school day in 2000-2001. Throughout this report we refer
to these organizations as Outside Arts Providers.

Outside Arts Providers offer three kinds of programs
which serve students: assemblies, which are programs
brought to the schools and presented to a large group of
children at once; field trips, where an arts organization
hosts a group of students for a tour, performance, or other
activities, and classroom programs, where one or more
visiting artists work with a particular classroom of
children and their teacher. Outside Arts Providers also
give professional development opportunities to teachers.

Individual schools and arts organizations make their own
arrangements for these programs. Funding comes from
school discretionary funds or funding procured by the arts
organization. These organizations listed over 250
different sources of support for their arts education
programs, a mixture of foundations, corporations,
academic institutions and government agencies. In a few
cases, parents paid fees for programs.
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Outside Arts Providers: Programs and Services
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Discipline: Art
Name

Anchor Graphics

Archi-Treasures

Art Encounter

Art Resources in Teaching

Betty Sitbon

Chicago Architecture Foundation

Chicago Botanic Garden

Chicago Public Art Group

Chicago State University-Dept. of Art and Design

Creating Pride

Ellen Tritschler and Visual Artists

Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust

Ginny Sykes

Grand Blvd. Arts Initiative

Hyde Park Arts Center

Illinois Institute of Art

Intuit

Kohl's Children's Museum

Lill Street Learning Center

Little Black Pearl Workshop

Mines Zwierzynski

Museum of Contemporary Art

Nina Smoot-Cain

Oriental Institute

Prairie Avenue House Museums

Swedish American Museum and Center of Chicago

Terra Museum of American Art

The Art Institute of Chicago

The Smart Museum of Art

Very Special Arts Chicago Project

Total Art

Discipline: Dance
Name

America Baila: Polo Garcia Folk Dance Program

Angelia Pfeifer and Dancers

Ballet Chicago

Chicago Dance Medium

Chicago Moving Company

Chicago Multi-Cultural Dance Center

Dance Center of Columbia College

Gus Giordano Jazz Dance Chicago

Hedwig Dances

Hubbard Street Dance Chicago

Class Proes Assemblies Field Trips Prof. Dev.
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Page 16



Outside Arts Providers: Programs and Services
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Discipline: Dance
Name

Joel Hall Dance Center

Jump Rhythm Jazz Project

Luna Negra Dance Theater

Muntu Dance Theatre

Natyakalalayam Dance Co.

Picture Us Different (dance studio)

River North Dance Company

The Joffrey Ballet of Chicago

Total Dance

Class Frogs Assemblies Field Trips Prof. Dev.

5

5

12 9 9 8

Discipline: Multi
Name

Alternatives, Inc.

Arts at the Center-Chicago Teacher Center

Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture

Beverly Art Center

Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education

Chicago Children's Museum

Chicago Humanities Festival

Illinois Alliance for Arts Education

International House of Blues

Mayor's Office of Special Events

Mexican Fine Arts Center Museum

Montserrat Alsina

MPAACT

Music Theatre Workshop

North Lawndale Learning Community

Peace Museum

Polish Museum of America

Pros Arts Studio

Shanti Foundation for Peace

Sones De Mexico Ensemble Chicago

Urban Gateways

W BEZ

Whirlwind Performance Co.

Total Multi

Class Frogs Assemblies Field Trips

13

5

O

3 15 15

Prof. Dev.
1k1

0

5

5

Discipline: Music
Name

Ade lante Musica

American Composers Forum

Bella Voce

Chicago a Cappella

Class Noes Assemblies Field Trips

25
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Outside Arts Providers: Programs and Services
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Discipline: Music
Name

Chicago Chamber Musicians

Chicago Children's Choir

Chicago Opera Theater

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestras

International Music Foundation

Lyric Opera of Chicago

Merit Music Program

Music Alive!

Music Education Services, Inc.

Music House, Inc.

Music Institute of Chicago

Music of the Baroque

National Jazz Museum

Old Town School of Folk Music

Peoples Music School

Ravinia Festival

Sherwood Conservatory of Music
Southwest Symphony Orchestra

Steckman Studio of Music

Suzuki Orff School for Young Musicans

University of Chicago Department of Music

Total Music

Class ProRs Assemblies Field Trips

5

a

t!2

24 10

t!J

5

n

12

ProLDe
0

0

o
t!2

tnt

0
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Discipline: Theater
Name

About Face Youth Theatre

American Eagle Productions

Apple Tree Productions

Barrel of Monkeys

Black Ensemble Theater

Chicago College of Performing Arts

Chicago Dramatist Workshop

Chicago International Children's Film Festival
Chicago Kid's Company

Chicago Shakespeare Theater

Chicago Theatre Company

Child's Play Touring Theatre

Chocolate Chips Theatre Company

Cinema Chicago

Columbia College Theater Department
Community Film Workshop

Community TV Network

Court Theatre

Class Pros Assemblies PJAIAL.Field Trips,

ni

0

26

5
0

0

115

Ei
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Outside Arts Providers: Programs and Services
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Discipline: Theater
Name

Craig Sjogerman

Creative Directions

De Paul University Theater

Dominican University Center Stage

Emerald City Theatre

ETA Creative Arts Foundation

Fantasy Orchard Children's Theatre

Free Street Theatre

Green Light Performing Company

Griffin Theatre

Imagination Theatre

JUSTUS Arts Education Program

Lifeline Theatre

Live Bait Theater

Lookingglass Theatre Company

Loyola University of Chicago Theatre Department

Museum of Broadcast Communications

Opera Factory

Organic Touchstone Company

Pegasus Players

Raven Theatre

Redmoon Theater

School Street Movement, Sex Police

Steppenwolf Theatre Company

Street-Level Youth Media

The Diamond Inside Me

University Theater

Victory Gardens Theater

Wavelength

Total Theater

Class ProRs Assemblies Field Trips Prof. Dev.

o

0

5

0

5

5

0

0
0

51

rA

5

0

151

32 16

51

D

cni

a

D

28 21

Report Total

Ckts.sProp's Assemblies Field Trips Prof. Dev.

105 38 81 68
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Outside Arts Providers: Classroom Programs in the
Responding Schools
Chicago Public Schools Arts Education Survey

For classroom programs, artists from the Outside Arts
Providers usually work with the classroom teachers to
integrate their programs into the classroom curriculum,
and usually work with the same group of students over an
extended period of time. Some programs last the entire
school year.

The following section presents the classroom programs
which Outside Arts Providers brought to the 414 schools
in our data base, showing the numbers of students served,
their grades, and for how much time. This is followed by
charts which lay out the school-provided and arts
organization-provided hours side by side for several
schools.

254 of our 414 elementary schools had at least one
Outside Arts Provider bringing classroom programs to
their students.
160 had none.
The number per school ranged from 1-8.
The average was 2.

41 of our 67 high schools had at least one Outside Arts
Provider bringing classroom programs to their students
26 had none.
The number per school ranged from 1-9.
The average was 2.
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Arts Providers' Classroom Programs and School Programs
Hours Per Year For the 25 Elementary Schools Providing the Highest Average MPW / Student*
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

School Provided

Enrollment

Outside Arts Provider Programs

School Avg Hrs/Yr Students Served by % Served by Avg Hrs/Yr by
(Total Enrollment) Arts Providers Arts Providers Arts Providers

5320 4 Charter 143 186 0 0% 0

1721 3 Charter 120 141 103 73% 21

2330 5 107 620 0 0% 0
3420 2 Magnet 101 360 0 0% 0
4750 6 Academically Advanced 101 190 22 12% 49

3170 1 89 285 565 198% 16

2720 6 Magnet 87 312 125 40% 18

2270 1 Academically Advanced 84 735 295 40% 26
5460 6 Academically Advanced 77 173 50 29% 15

2090 2 76 890 52 6% 19

3540 3 Magnet 76 600 489 82% 13

3960 3 76 495 130 26% 4
4240 6 Magnet 76 301 30 10% 28

4680 2 Magnet 76 699 270 39% 9

4980 6 Magnet 76 510 204 40% 28
6100 5 Magnet 76 719 1,788 249% 7

7210 6 Magnet 76 512 210 41% 5

2320 1 74 1,100 40 4% 3

6890 5 Magnet 72 475 284 60% 8

2220 1 Academically Advanced 70 271 40 15% 57

3850 1 68 1,060 261 25% 8

2410 5 65 379 124 33% 70
7990 6 Magnet 65 262 656 250% 18

5830 5 63 758 1,115 147% 4

6640 2 63 250 0 0% 0

*Minutes Per Week (MPW) have been converted to Hours Per Year on this report for consistency.
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Arts Providers' Classroom Programs and School Programs
Hours Per Year For the 25 Elementary Schools Providing the Lowest Average MPW V Student*
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

School

School Provided

Enrollment

Outside Arts Provider Programs

Avg Hrs/Yr Students Served by % Served by AvE Hrs/Yr by
(Total Enrollment) Arts Providers Arts Providers Arts Providers

2790 6 Magnet 0 620 50 8% 3
3130 5 Magnet 0 718 214 30% 15

3720 6 Magnet 0 850 157 18% 9

4310 3 0 347 0 0% 0
4410 6 0 380 0 0% 0

4730 3 Charter 0 176 0 0% 0
5480 3 Magnet 0 285 200 70% 4

5620 3 0 307 0 0% 0
5790 2 0 399 60 15% 6
5990 3 Magnet 0 140 0 0% 0

6830 5 0 750 660 88% 7

6880 5 0 528 210 40% 9

7470 4 0 579 480 83% 5

7760 5 0 748 0 0% 0
8060 6 0 470 0 0% 0
6450 4 8 468 153 33% 12

2100 4 Magnet 8 357 134 38% 14

2430 5 Magnet 10 1,480 641 4394 6
5910 4 10 2,198 1,904 87% 3
2070 4 11 592 240 41% 20
3870 6 11 626 369 59% 8

2970 4 13 2,069 1,440 70% 5
3780 5 Magnet 13 409 160 39% 21

2660 5 14 1,110 392 35% 8

3350 1 14 1,522 170 11% 3
4380 2 Magnet 14 574 35 6% 20
5310 5 Magnet 14 1,050 60 6% 3

5350 3 14 508 28 6% 8

6050 6 14 535 0 0% 0

*Minutes Per Week (MPW) have been converted to Hours Per Year on this report for consistency.
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Outside Arts Providers: PROGRAMS in the
CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Chicago Public Schools Arts Education Survey

The remaining data on Outside Arts Provider programs
include all the Chicago public elementary and high
schools which the providers reported serving, not just the
schools in the inventory's data base.
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Outside Arts Providers:
CLASSROOM PROGRAMS BY REGION
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Region 1: 49 Arts Providers Brought Classroom Programs To 21,837 Students in 72
Schools ( Elementary and H.S.)
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Outside Arts Providers:
CLASSROOM PROGRAMS BY REGION
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Region 2: 41 Arts Providers Brought Classroom Programs To 19,721 Students in 63
Schools ( Elementary and H.S.)
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Outside Arts Providers:
CLASSROOM PROGRAMS BY REGION
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Region 3: 29 Arts Providers Brought Classroom Programs To 12,165 Students in 55
Schools ( Elementary and H.S.)
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Outside Arts Providers:
CLASSROOM PROGRAMS BY REGION
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Region 4: 33 Arts Providers Brought Classroom Programs To 22,246 Students in 69
Schools ( Elementary and H.S.)
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Outside Arts Providers:
CLASSROOM PROGRAMS BY REGION
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Region 5: 29 Arts Providers Brought Classroom Programs To 18,008 Students in 49
Schools ( Elementary and H.S.)

9000
8,016

8000

7000

6000

5000

4000

2,923
3000

2,297 2,372 2,400

2000

1000

0
I I I I

V*
# o

41/4' ' ik A.00

#c'k`w
oro7

72

Page 66



Outside Arts Providers:
CLASSROOM PROGRAMS BY REGION
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Region 6: 24 Arts Providers Brought Classroom Programs To 8,421 Students in 50
Schools ( Elementary and H.S.)
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Outside Arts Providers: Classroom Programs/
Students Served by Discipline
Chicago Public Schools Arts Education Survey

TOTAL STUDENTS BY DISCIPLINE

Over 102,000 students participated in classroom programs,
primarily with visual artists.

VISUAL ARTS . MUSIC . THEATER . MULTI . DANCE
43,041 22,628 17,852 10,935 7,942

LONG TERM PROGRAMS

Of the 102,000 students in classroom programs, over
12,000 (12%) received a program providing 28 hours or
more of instruction during the year. This is more time
than half of CPS elementary students received from their
school arts specialists.

A third of those 102,000 students received programs
providing 14 hours or more of instruction during the year,
more than a period a week for half the year. These were
primarily with musicians and theater artists.

STUDENTS IN CLASSROOM PROGRAMS OF 14 HOURS OR MORE:

MUSIC . THEATER . DANCE . VISUAL ARTS . MULTI
10,068 8708 5,561 4,666 3,241
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Outside Arts Providers: ASSEMBLIES
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

37 Arts Partners Provided 1,064 Assemblies
Serving 274,003 Students
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Outside Arts Providers: FIELD TRIPS
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

79 Arts Partners Provided 4,135 Field Trips
Serving 315,361 Students
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Outside Arts Providers: PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

Discipline # of Partners Teachers Served

Art 14 3,139

Music 10 368

Theater 21 1,894

Dance 8 225

Multi 15 1,913

Total A/M/T/D/M 68 7,539
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Primary Arts Programming Needs Named by Elementary Principals
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

1. PROGRAMS

- MUSIC

215

91
Band 31
Music 25
Chorus 21
Instrumental Music 6
Orchestra 3
Expand Merit Music 1

Reading Music 1

Chicago Children's Choir 1

Early Childhood Music 1

Blues Guitar Program 1

- THEATER 43
Theater 43

-DANCE 41
Dance 40
Dance For Children w/ Hyper Ailments 1

-ART 28
Art 26
Sculpture 1

Graphic Arts 1

- GENERAL 9
Expand Arts Programs 7
Gifted Program 1

Fine Arts Program 1

- UNSPECIFIED 3
Unspecified 3
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Primary Arts Programming Needs Named by Elementary Principals
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

2. TEACHERS

- MUSIC

139

45
Music 41
Band 3
Chorus 1

-ART 44
Art 43
Art Consultants/Specialists 1

- UNSPECIFIED 31
Unspecified 31

- THEATER 11
Theater 11

-DANCE 6
Dance 6

- GENERAL 2
All Arts Areas
Instructional Planner for Arts Program

3. EQUIPMENT

-ART

1

1

40
3

1

1

1

105

46
Art Supplies
Display Equipment
Kiln
Slide Projectors
Sinks

- MUSIC 41
Instruments 37
Choir Robes 1

Band 1

Sheet Music 1

Uniforms 1

- UNSPECIFIED 10
Unspecified 10

- GENERAL 7
Audio/Lighting Equipment 2
Supplies 2
Stage Audio System 1

Facilities Upgrade 1

Materials 1

- THEATER 1

Theater Props 1
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Primary Arts Programming Needs Named by Elementary Principals
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

4. FUNDS 53

- UNSPECIFIED 40
Unspecified

- GENERAL

40

11
Residencies 6
Transportation 2
Band Scholarships 1

Projects 1

Teachers 1

-ART 2
Murals

5. OTHER

- GENERAL

2

44

42
Time 12

Outside Partners 10

Parent & Community Support 7
After School Arts 6
Expanded Student Involvement 2
Improvement of Program 1

More Services 1

Performances 1

Arts Assessment 1

Arts Library Upgrade 1

-ART 1

Painting Displays 1

- UNSPECIFIED 1

Unspecified 1

6. SPACE 35

- UNSPECIFIED 29
Unspecified 29

- GENERAL 5
Auditorium 3
Space to Perform 1

Storage Space 1

- MUSIC 1

Band Room 1

8 0
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Primary Arts Programming Needs Named by Elementary Principals
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

7. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

- GENERAL

34

22
Arts Integration 20
Classroom Management Skills 2

- UNSPECIFIED 12
Unspecified 12

8. FIELD TRIPS / ASSEMBLIES 16

- UNSPECIFIED 16
Unspecified 16
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Primary Arts Programming Needs Named by High School Principals
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

1. EQUIPMENT 31

- ART 17
Art Supplies
Display Equipment
Printing Press

- MUSIC

13
2

2

11
Instruments 8
Pianos 1

Uniforms 1

Choral Risers 1

- GENERAL 2
Audio/Lighting Equipment 1

Computers 1

- UNSPECIFIED 1

Unspecified 1

2. SPACE

- UNSPECIFIED
16

27

16

5

Unspecified

- MUSIC
Keyboard Lab 4
Instrumental Practice Space 1

- GENERAL 3
Storage Space 1

T.V. Studio for Multimedia Program 1

Create Small Arts School 1

- DANCE 2
Dance Studio 2

- ART 1

Photography Studio 1
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Primary Arts Programming Needs Named by High School Principals
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

3. PROGRAMS

- ART
3

1

1

1

1

21

7
Art
Photography
Ceramics
Expand Art Program
Graphic Arts

- MUSIC 5
Chorus 2
Music 2
Band 1

- DANCE 3
Dance 3

- GENERAL 2
Expand Arts Programs 2

- THEATER 2
Theater 2

- UNSPECIFIED 2
Unspecified 2

4. OTHER 14

- GENERAL 14
Outside Partners 6
Time 3
Expanded Student Involvement 2
After School Arts 2
Small Class Size 1

5. FUNDS 8

- UNSPECIFIED 4
Unspecified 4

- ART 2
Murals 2

- GENERAL 2
Special Projects 1

Salaries 1
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Primary Arts Programming Needs Named by High School Principals
Chicago Public Schools - Arts Education Survey

6. TEACHERS

- UNSPECIFIED

4

2

7

4

2

1

Unspecified

- ART
Art

- THEATER
Theater

1

7. FIELD TRIPS / ASSEMBLIES 4

- UNSPECIFIED 4
Unspecified 4

8. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 4

- GENERAL 2
Arts Integration 2

- UNSPECIFIED 2
Unspecified 2
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Addenda
Chicago Public Schools Arts Education Survey
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Board of Education Funding
Chicago Public Schools Arts Education Survey

The formula:

The Chicago Teachers' Contract which took effect September 1, 1989 contains the
formula for assigning art and music teachers to elementary schools. The formula, which
has been renewed to the present time, assigns a .5 art or music teacher to schools with an
enrollment of 750 or less, and a 1.0 position to all other schools.

The formula does not provide an art class a week for most students:

.5 ARTS SPECIALIST FOR SCHOOLS UP TO 750 STUDENTS

A half time specialist is able to see about 420 students for a class period a week; that is
14 class periods, each with 30 children. So Board funding of .5 provides a class period a
week only in schools of 420 or fewer students.

261 schools had enrollments up to 750, eligible for .5 arts specialist from the Board
-72 had 420 or fewer students: Board funding adequate for an arts class a week.

-189 had larger enrollments: Board funding inadequate for an arts class a week.

1.0 ARTS SPECIALIST FOR SCHOOLS LARGER THAN 750 STUDENTS

A full time specialist is able to see about 840 students a class period a week. So Board
funding of 1.0 provides a class period a week only in schools of 840 or fewer students.

144 schools had enrollments greater than 750
-30 had 840 or fewer students: Board funding adequate for an arts class a week.

-114 had 841 to 2278 students: Board funding inadequate for an arts class a week.

Discretionary money nearly doubles Board funded arts staff:

Most schools supplement the Board provided positions with their discretionary funds,
often with money they receive from the State. The fact that all but 64 schools reported
providing 40 minutes or week or more reveals the extent of this supplemental funding.

The formula supported about 314 full time equivalents forour responding schools. Those
schools reported a full time equivalent of 600 arts specialist working in their schools:

283 music, 278 art, 21 theater, 14 dance, and 4 fine arts specialists.
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Chronology
Chicago Public Schools Arts Education Survey

SOME HIGHLIGHTS IN ARTS EDUCATION NATIONALLY AND AT CPS

The beginnings of the many arts organizations and partnerships serving the schools are not included.

1971 The Communications Arts Center, attached to Walter Disney Magnet, opens its pilot
program where students from all over the city can come for three week blocks to
"develop the senses and broaden the mind."

1979 CPS in financial crisis; 400 elementary art and music teachers "furloughed" in one week.
1988 State Legislature passes Chicago School Reform Act.
1989 Mayor Richard M. Daley elected.
1989 Teachers' Union contract includes .5 art or music teacher for schools up 750 students,

and 1.0 for larger schools.
1991 Gallery 37 opens.
1991 National Assessment Governing Board approves the inclusion of the arts in the National

Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).
1994 National Standards for Arts Education published; funded by U.S. Dept. of Education,

National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), and National Endowment for the Humanities.
1995 Goals 2000 Arts Education Partnership, created by U.S. Dept. of Education and NEA,

holds its first meeting involving 100 national organizations.
1995 State Legislature passes a law making the Mayor of Chicago responsible for naming the

CEO and the Board of Education of the Chicago Public Schools.
1995 Mayor Daley names Paul Vallas CEO of CPS, and Gary Chico Board President.
1996 Chicago Board of Education adopts a Resolution supporting the "arts in Chicago Public

Schools as critical components in the academic, social and cultural education of our
children," and states "that the students of the CPS are entitled to receive the
comprehensive and sequential instruction in the arts that meets national, state, and city
standards."

1996 CPS establishes Bureau of Cultural Arts as part of its Central Administration
1996 CEO Vallas establishes an Arts Education Task Force chaired by First Lady, Maggie

Daley and Commissioner of Cultural Affairs, Lois Weisberg.
1997 Arts Education Task Force issues its report, The Arts in Schools, recommending

increased commitment to arts education to be phased in over 3 years.
1997 NAEP publishes Arts Education Assessment Framework, which includes dance, music,

theater, and visual arts.
1997 Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) adopts Illinois Learning Standards for

elementary and secondary students in most subjects, including Fine Arts.
2000 Chicago Board of Education approves CPS Fine Arts Standards in Dance, Drama.,

Music, and Visual Arts.
2000 CPS creates the Fine and Performing Arts Magnet Cluster Program, FPAMCP, giving 48

schools central office administrative support to develop more arts education, partnerships,
and professional development.

2001 Mayor Daley names ArneDuncan CEO of CPS, and Michael Scott Board President.
2002 Federal education reform legislation, "No Child Left Behind," designates the arts as a

core discipline.
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THEChica
CommunityTRUST

FOR ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS

Inventory of Arts Education in Chicago Public Schools

Name of School

Address Zip Code

Number of Students

Principal

Grades

Section I. YOUR TEACHER POSITIONS IN THE ARTS THIS YEAR

1. How many teacher positions does your school have in the following:

Visual Arts Music Theater Dance

2. Fill in the minutes PER WEEK your students have class with those arts specialists in the following:
ART MUSIC THEATER DANCE

K

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

3. If you have the following performing groups, please indicate:

a. Chorus(es): # of students participating Grades
b. Orchestra(s): # of students participating Grades
c. Band(s): # of students participating Grades
d. Theater: # of students participating: Grades
e. Dance: # of students participating: Grades
f. Others: # of students participating Grades

Name others:
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Chicago
CommunityTRUST

FOR SECONDARY PRINCIPALS

Inventory of Arts Education in Chicago Public Schools

Name of School

Address Zip Code

Number of Students

Principal

Grades

Section I. YOUR TEACHER POSITIONS IN THE ARTS THIS YEAR

1. How many teacher positions does your school have in the following:
Visual Arts Music Theater

2. Number of arts courses available in your high school (your best guess):

IN MUSIC:

IN ART:

IN DANCE:

IN THEATER:

3. If you have the following performing groups, please indicate:

Dance

a. Chorus(es): # of students participating Grades
b. Orchestra(s): # of students participating Grades
c. Band(s): # of students participating Grades
d. Theater: # of students participating: Grades
e. Dance: # of students participating: Grades
f. Others: # of students participating Grades

Name others:

Page 87
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The Chicago Community Trust Arts Survey - May 2001

Section II. OUTSIDE PARTNERS

Do you have any outside arts partners who bring arts education to your school? Yes or No

Examples of partners who work in the Chicago Public Schools are:
A.R.T., Barrel of Monkeys, Merit Music, Muntu Dance Co.,
Urban Gateways, Hyde Park Community Arts Center etc.

If you have outside partners for arts, please list them below:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

If you think there are more than you can remember right now, please tell us who to call to find out the remainc

Name

Position

Telephone

Best time to call

30
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The Chicago Community Trust Arts Survey - May 2001

Section III. THE FUTURE

What are the primary needs in your arts programming now? List up to three, greatest need first.

1.

2.

3.

Next fall we plan to visit various schools to see arts programs.
Please list arts programs you would like us to see:

Please list the individual for us to contact to schedule a visit:

Name

Title

Phone

Thank you for completing this form! Please return completed survey to:

Lynn Donaldson, The Chicago Community Trust
222 North LaSalle St., Suite 1400
Chicago, IL 60601

Or fax completed survey to (312) 580-7411 by June 15, 2001.

Page 89
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Data Summary
Chicago Public Schools Arts Education Survey

Chicago Public Schools

Total public schools
(without special education, transition
or alternative schools.)

Elementary Schools:

569

Total elementary schools 490
Responded to survey 414
Did not respond to survey 76
% responded 85%

High Schools:

Total high schools 79
Responded to survey 67
Did not respond to survey 12
% responded 85%

Arts Organizations

Total arts organizations surveyed 500
(approximation)

Did not respond to survey 125
Outside arts providers 144
(serve schools during the school day)

9;
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Methodology

We used three principal methods of gathering

information and data for this report. We provided

our school survey to the principals of the 569

grade and high schools in Chicago. The public

schools are divided into six regions, and the

principals of schools in each region hold regular

meetings. In the spring of 2001, Armando

Almendarez, at that time CPS' Chief Officer of the

Office of Language, Cultural and Early Childhood

Education, arranged for us to attend these regional

meetings and to distribute our survey to the

assembled school leaders. To encourage principals

to fill out their survey, and to express appreciation

for their time, we drew two schools from the

completed surveys at each regional meeting, and

awarded each a grant of $500 for their arts

programs. We followed up with principals who

were absent or who took the survey back to their

school to complete, with phone calls, faxes, emails,

and postal mail to secure their responses.

Our response rate was high. Of 490 elementary

schools systemwide, we received 414 completed

surveys for a response rate of 85 percent. Of 79

high schools in the system, 67 replied, for a

response rate of 85 percent. We gathered responses

from all six CPS regions and from schools of

varying sizes and characteristics, and feel our sample

is representative of the public schools overall.

The University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago

School Research provided us with our second

major source of information, data set on arts

offerings in high schools.

Our third source of information was a survey of

outside arts providers that we conducted in spring

2001 as well. We contacted organizations that were

known to The Chicago Community Trust, and

supplemented this list by asking school principals

on their survey for outside providers working with

their schools. When contacting the providers we

clarified whether they specifically provided programs

to Chicago Public Schools during the school day in

the school year 2000-2001. Since our data were

individual-school based, we excluded programs

that involved multiple schools, such as Gallery 37

or Latino Art Beat. We disseminated our surveys

by a combination of fax, email and postal mail,

and followed up to ensure responses.

96
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niEChicago
Community TRUST

As metropolitan

Chicago's

community foundation, The Chicago Community

Trust helps hundreds of area residents manage their

charitable giving. Founded in 1915, the Trust is a

union of numerous gifts, bequests, and other

contributions that form charitable funds. These

funds allow the Trust to make nearly $40 million

in grants to organizations serving greater Chicago.

In addition to grant making and work with the many

donors we serve, the Trust regularly disseminates

information and convenes numerous forums that

address the region's most pressing needs and promising

opportunities. This survey of arts in schools is one

such example of collecting and sharing information

with public policy makers, civic leaders, educators,

and interested area residents.
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the time to complete our surveys. In addition, we
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"...in the patterns of music and all the arts
are the keys of learning." - Plato
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No Child Left Behind'
Recognizing the importance of the arts for full
child development, as a means of improving

academic achievement, and as a means of better
socialization, The Chicago Community Trust and
other Chicago-area foundations have supported
and organized arts education programs for the
Chicago Public Schools. Over the past decade,
these programs have crossed the arts disciplines and
become increasingly long-term and linked with
basic curricula. And the climate for arts education
has changed. What was once a barren landscape in
the public school system is now a field covered
with arts programs, some of them flourishing.

When the Trust launched its Education Initiative,
a five-year, $50 million effort in the summer of
2001, it seemed an appropriate time to determine
the extent of arts education in the Chicago Public
Schools so that the foundations' support of arts
education would be more focused and more
effective. Two Trust staff members, Lynn Donaldson
and Erika Pearsall, took on the daunting project
of surveying all the Chicago Public Schools. They
sought to document the extent of arts education
provided kindergarten through 12th graders during
the school day, in the school year 2000-2001. This
survey is the first of its kind for Chicago.

Data were collected about both school-provided

arts education and arts education brought to the
schools from outside arts organizations. The
report is based on surveys from 85 percent of

CPS principals, and 144 arts organizations who
work in the schools during the school day. A full
description of the methodology can be found
inside the back cover.

There are many good stories about arts education
in various schools, some of them provided by
school resources and some of them from organiza-
tions contracted to deliver programs. One might
best characterize the situation as uneven: some
students have substantial arts education and some
have none. This is information about today. It
will, hopefully, lead to some focused work with
the Chicago Public Schools and with the arts
community to continue to make progress in
bringing the arts to Chicago's children.

Don Stewart

President and Chief Executive Officer,

The Chicago Community Trust

Sarah Solotaroff

Vice-President of Programs,

The Chicago Community Trust

Heather M. Bilandic

Executive Committee member,

The Chicago Community Trust

' A bipartisan new education reform bill entitled No Child Lefi Behind" became law in Januarys 2002. Among itsprovisions, the bill designates the arts as a corediscipline along with math, science, languagearts and social studies.
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FINDINGS ON

Arts Education
PROVIDED BY CPS SPECIALISTS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Disparity in Access to Arts Education

There is substantial disparity among elementary

schools in the provision of arts education.

The minutes per week of art offered by CPS arts

specialists in surveyed schools ranges from 0 to 225.

Fifteen of the 414 elementary schools surveyed

reported offering no arts education at all. These

schools have a combined population of nearly

7,300 elementary school children who are receiving

no exposure to art instruction in the school.

MINUTES PER WEEK OF ART

0

15 Lowest
Schools

45

120+

Median of 17 Top
Surveyed Schools
Schools

101

Some Schools Lack Art Instructors

Eighty six percent of the elementary schools surveyed

provided at least 40 minutes of instructional time

per week in the arts. This corresponds to a class

period Most schools must use discretionary money to

supplement Chicago Board of Education funds to

make that possible. However, 14% of elementary

schools did not offer at least a class a week fir students.

CPS appears to have unclear expectations about

how much arts education an elementary student

should receive. In practice, the schools seem to

view one period per week as the minimum.

However, Board of Education funding is not

adequate to provide an arts class a week for all

students. Their formula funds a half time arts

specialist for schools with an enrollment up to

750, (a half time person can work with 420

students once a week), and one full time specialist

for larger schools (30 schools have between 1250

and 2278 students). Most schools use their

discretionary funds to hire staff to make at least

one arts class per week possible for their students.

However, in 4% of the schools surveyed, students

received no arts education, and in another 10% of

the schools surveyed, students received more than

zero but less than one period per week because

the school did not have enough personnel.

ARTS EDUCATION IN THE CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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"All students have the right to equitable access to art in their lives and in their schools.
The arts teach learners to know themselves as capable citizens in a democratic society, observing,

creating, reflecting, making choices, and taking responsibility for actions in the world."

Renaissance in the Classroom: Arts Integration and Meaningful Learning
Gail Burnaford, Arnold Aprill, Cynthia Weiss, editors

Limited Scope of Disciplines

There is substantial disparity in students' exposure

to various arts disciplines. Some elementary students

may receive instruction in four disciplines dance,

music, theater and visual arts while other

students are introduced to none.

At half of the surveyed elementary schools, students

were offered only one of the major arts disciplines.

Students had access to two disciplines in 41 percent

of the schools.

PCT. OF SCHOOLS OFFERING
MULTIPLE DISCIPLINES

50%
41%

4% 5%

1 UM 1 I I I

0 1 2 3
Number of Disciplines

1%

4

Schools that offer the major disciplines are

strongly inclined towards visual arts (e.g., drawing,

painting, sculpture) and music. Only seven

percent of the elementary schools offered theater

and only four percent offered dance.

PCT. OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
OFFERING DISCIPLINES

67%

Art

71%

Music

7%

1

Theater

4% 4%
min

Dance None

"Fine Art instruction is vital to a positive school climate.
If government agencies are looking to fund 'safe school projects,' they need to begin to see the value of arts

in providing children with positive learning activities. In addition, the arts promote academic growth in language,
math and critical thinking skills."

Unsolicited comment from a school principal on our surveys

BESTCOPY AVAILABLE
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HIGH SCHOOLS PERFORMANCE GROUPS

Limited Course Selection

Depending on what school he or she attends, a

Chicago public high school student could have 4

or 102 arts classes available. Larger schools usually

offer more courses, but size is not the whole story.

Arts classes comprised between one and 17

percent of courses at a given school. One school

of 650 students offered 11 arts classes while

another school of the same size offered 28 classes.

A TALE OF TWO HIGH SCHOOLS:
ART AS PCT. OF COURSES OFFERED

184 Courses 187 Courses

8 Arts
1 Arts ourses
ourses

6%
of

Total
erings

15%
f

Tootal
eringsa

School A School B
(647 students) (664 students)

"Art is humanity's most essential, most universal
language. Art is not a frill, but a necessary part

of communication."

Dr. Ernest L. Boyer,

fanner president of the Carnegie Foundation

Limited Elective Opportunities

One third of elementary schools had no arts

performance groups available to their students.

Some 35 percent of the elementary schools

surveyed had no chorus, band, orchestra, dance

or drama groups. Nearly half (45 percent) of

schools did offer chorus, and 16 percent offered

dance. Only 20 percent of surveyed schools

offered more than one of these electives.'

PCT. OF GRADE SCHOOLS OFFERING
ELECTIVE PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

45%

Chorus

160/0

4%

1111
Dance Orchestra Theater None

Offered

10%

35%

Effectively, performance opportunities are not

available until high school for many students.

Thus these young people wait until their teenage

years to participate in these activities and develop

the skills they promote.

Except for a few very small schools which have

none, most Chicago high schools have two or

three performance opportunities.

' Note that elective activities are not included in our previous estimates of minutes per week spent on arts education. Elective activities are available outside of the
regular required curriculum, and sometimes meet after-school.
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FINDINGS ON

Arts Providers

A Large Number of Arts Providers Serve
the Public Schools

A large array of arts providers brings arts education

in all four disciplines to Chicago Public School

students during the school day. We located 144 of

these agencies who worked with the public schools

in 2000-2001. The number of elementary and

high school students served by these groups in that

year is notable:

315,000 students were hosted by museums

and other educational venues

274,000 students were provided with

assemblies on arts themes in their own schools

102,400 students worked with experienced

artists in their own classroom

7,500 teachers took part in professional

development that assisted them to integrate

arts into their classes

Many Classrooms Experience In-Depth
Instruction from Artists

Some 61 percent of both elementary and high

schools engaged outside arts providers to bring

programs into their students' classrooms. For

classroom programs, experienced artists often

work with the same group of students over an

extended period of time, sometimes for the entire

school year. The artist and classroom teacher

usually work together to integrate the arts into the

wider curriculum.

A third of the students participating in these

classroom programs 33,000 of 102,000

had extended contact totaling 15 hours or more

with the teaching artist.

Significantly more students received classroom

programs in visual arts than in the other

disciplines 43,000 of 102,000. But of the

33,000 students receiving 15 hours or more,

more received music 11,000 of 33,000

and theater 9,300 of 33,000.

"Think of life without (the arts), how empty it would be, as though you lost a limb.

Art lifts us off of the pavement. It raises our spirits."
Studs Terkel

10 4 BEST COPYAVAILABLE
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Some Schools Missing Opportunities to
Create Classroom Programs

Some elementary schools in serious need of arts

education are not using outside arts providers to

create classroom programs and fill gaps in

instruction.

Many of the schools offering few minutes per

week of arts education may lack staff or existing

programs to serve their students. Some of these

schools furthermore did not enrich their art

offerings by hiring outside arts providers. Of the

fifteen grade schools offering no arts education on

their own, seven did not hire the services of

outside artists for classroom programs either.

Some elementary schools offering no arts

education on their own did give many of their

students at least some contact with the arts by

using outside providers. Of the fifteen elementary

schools with no in-house arts education, five

reached at least 30% of their students with some

kind of in-class arts experience.

USE OF OUTSIDE ARTS PROVIDERS'
CLASSROOM PROGRAMS BY

15 SCHOOLS WITH NO IN-HOUSE
ART PROGRAM

7 8
No In-School Art
and No Outside
Providers Used

Either

No In-School Art
but Outside

Providers Used

Need to Connect Schools with Artists

Little coordination exists to link schools with

appropriate outside arts providers.

Most schools are left on their own to find an

outside arts provider. While the Chicago Public

Schools has published a cultural resources guide,

Schools Without Walls, covering more than 100

organizations, including many arts providers,

there appears to be little centralized authority in

CPS to efficiently link schools with the most

appropriate arts provider. When schools were

asked to describe how they find arts providers,

they most frequently cited a random personal

encounter or geographic proximity as the

determining factors.

Two Efforts Successfully Link Schools with Artists

The Chicago Arts Partnership in Education

(CAPE) and the CPS Fine and Performing

Arts Magnet Cluster Program (FPAMCP) are

two successful efforts connecting schools with

artists and providing professional development

in arts education. CAPE currently works with 30

schools, and CPS' FPAMCP with 48 schools.

"...So many children here...have discovered
gifts that they never dreamed they possessed;

and had them nurtured by an incredibly
gifted, energetic and unselfish cadre

of teacher-mentors."

"Art makes it a happy place!"
Unsolicited comments from school principals

on our surveys
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Role of Philanthropy

More than 250 foundations, corporations, academic

institutions and government agencies are funding

the in-school arts programs of outside providers.

Most outside arts providers are not-for-profit

agencies that receive philanthropic grants for

their operations. We found that a broad base of

support exists for arts education. The 144 arts

organizations serving the public schools listed

over 250 sources of support for their arts

education programs.

While many organizations are funding arts education,

little is known about their grantmaking in terms of

the average size of grants, the types of art disciplines

funded, etc. Coordination and networking of the

outside providers could lead to more effective and

strategic giving by foundations and other entities

that give support to the arts in schools.

"Our security guard leads chorus once a week."

Unsolicited comment from a school principal
on our surveys

SOME HIGHLIGHTS IN ARTS EDUCATION NATIONALLY AND AT CPS
The beginnings of the many arts organizations and outside partnerships serving the schools are not included.

1995 State Legislature gives Mayor of Chicago

responsibility for naming the CEO and Board of

Education for CPS. Mayor Daley appoints Paul

Vallas as CEO and Gary Chico as Board of

Education President

1996 Chicago Board of Education adopts a Resolution

supporting the "arts in Chicago Public Schools as

critical components in the academic, social and

cultural education of our children," and states

"that the students of the CPS are entitled to receive

the comprehensive and sequential instruction in

the arts that meets national, state, and city

standards."

1996 CPS establishes Bureau of Cultural Arts as part of

its Central Administration.

1996 CEO Paul Vallas establishes an Arts Education Task

Force chaired by First Lady Maggie Daley and

Commissioner of Cultural Affairs Lois Weisberg.

1997 Arts Education Task Force issues its report,

The Arts in Schools," recommending increased

commitment to arts education to be phased in

over 3 years.

1997 NAEP publishes Arts Education Assessment

Framework, which includes dance, music, theater,

and visual arts.

1997 Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) adopts

Illinois Learning Standards for elementary and

secondary students in most subjects, including

Fine Arts.

2000 Chicago Board of Education approves CPS Fine Arts

Standards in Visual Arts, Dance, Drama and Music.

2000 CPS creates the Fine and Performing Arts Magnet

Cluster Program, FPAMCP, giving 48 schools central

office administrative support to develop more arts

education, partnerships, and professional

development.

2001 Arne Duncan named CEO of CPS; Michael Scott as

Board President.

2002 Federal education reform legislation, "No Child Left

Behind," designates the arts as a core discipline.

ARTS EDUCATION IN THE CHICAGO P4BPIC6SCHOOLS
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FINDINGS ON

Arts Curriculum Needs

Elementary and Secondary School principals

reported different needs for arts education in their

institutions. Elementary principals seek the basics:

programs and staff High school principals rank

these needs lower, and call for equipment and space.

Elementary schools in Chicago do not require

arts education as a prerequisite for graduation.

Thus it can be expected that "arts infrastructure"

is less developed at the grade school level and,

indeed, the chief concerns of our interviewed

principals were concerned with basic shortages

of staff and programs.

High school students in Chicago must complete

four semesters of arts education to graduate, and

so most high schools have staff and programs for

arts instruction. The high school principals,

however, seem to indicate a desire to more

effectively implement their arts curricula by

calling for more equipment and space as their

main needs.

HOW DO PRINCIPALS RANK
PROGRAM NEEDS?

Elementary Schools
Programs 34%

Teachers 22%

Equipment 16%

Funds 8%

Other 7%

Space 5%

Professional
Development 5%

Field Trips /
Assemblies 2%

High Schools
Equipment

Space

Programs

Other

Funds

Teachers

Field Trips /
Assemblies

Professional
Development

27%

23%

18%

12%

7%

6%

30/0

35/0

"Whoever neglects the arts when he is young
has lost the past and is dead to the future."

Sophocles
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Methodology

We used three principal methods of gathering

information and data for this report. We provided

our school survey to the principals of the 569

grade and high schools in Chicago. The public

schools are divided into six regions, and the

principals of schools in each region hold regular

meetings. In the spring of 2001, Armando

Almendarez, at that time CPS' Chief Officer of the

Office of Language, Cultural and Early Childhood

Education, arranged for us to attend these regional

meetings and to distribute our survey to the

assembled school leaders. To encourage principals

to fill out their survey, and to express appreciation

for their time, we drew two schools from the

completed surveys at each regional meeting, and

awarded each a grant of $500 for their arts

programs. We followed up with principals who

were absent or who took the survey back to their

school to complete, with phone calls, faxes, emails,

and postal mail to secure their responses.

Our response rate was high. Of 490 elementary

schools systemwide, we received 414 completed

surveys for a response rate of 85 percent. 0179

high schools in the system, 67 replied, for a

response rate of 85 percent. We gathered responses

from all six CPS regions and from schools of

varying sizes and characteristics, and feel our sample

is representative of the public schools overall.

The University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago

School Research provided us with our second

major source of information, data set on arts

offerings in high schools.

Our third source of information was a survey of

outside arts providers that we conducted in spring

2001 as well. We contacted organizations that were

known to The Chicago Community Trust, and

supplemented this list by asking school principals

on their survey for outside providers working with

their schools. When contacting the providers we

clarified whether they specifically provided programs

to Chicago Public Schools during the school day in

the school year 2000-2001. Since our data were

individual-school based, we excluded programs

that involved multiple schools, such as Gallery 37

or Latino Art Beat. We disseminated our surveys

by a combination of fax, email and postal mail,

and followed up to ensure responses.
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